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Thomas Earl of Arundel, could it have been well re-
moved to the sea. This is since set tog-ether and placed
on the stupendous artificial rock made by Innocent X.,
and serving for a fountain in Piazza Navona, the work
of Bernini, the Pope's architect. Near this is the sepul-
chre of Metellus, of massy stone, pretty entire, now
called Capo di Bovo. Hence, to a small oratory, named
c<Domine, quo vadis^; where the tradition is, that our
Blessed Savior met St. Peter as he fled, and turned him
back again.

St. Sebastian's was the next, a mean structure (the
faccidta excepted, but is venerable, especially for the
relics and grots, in which lie the ashes of many holy
men. Here is kept the pontifical chair sprinkled with
the blood of Pope Stephen, to which great devotion is
paid; also a well full of martyrs* bones, and the sepul-
chre of St. Sebastian, with one of the arrows (used in
shooting- him). These are preserved by the Fulgentine
Monks, who have here their monastery, and who led us down
into a grotto which they affirmed went divers furlongs
under ground; the sides, or walls which we passed were
filled with bones and dead bodies, laid (as it were) on
shelves, whereof some were shut up with broad stones
and now and then a cross, or a palm, cut in them. At
the end of some of these subterranean passages, were
square rooms with altars in them, said to have been the
receptacles of primitive Christians, in the times of per-
secution, nor seems it improbable.

17th February, 1645. I was invited, after dinner, to
the Academy of the Humorists, kept in a spacious hall
belonging to Signor Mancini, where the wits of the town
meet on certain days to recite poems, and debate on
several subjects. The first that speaks is called the
Lord, and stands in an eminent place, and then the rest
of the Virtuosi recite in order. By these ingenious ex-
ercises, besides the learned discourses, is the purity of
the Italian tongue daily improved. The room is hung
round with devices, or emblems, with mottoes under
them, There are several other Academies of this nature,
bearing like fantastical titles. In this of the Humorists
is the picture of Guarini, the famous author of the Pas-
tor Fido> once of this society. The chief part of the day
we spent in hearing the academic exercises.
to Santa Cecilia, a church
